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COVID-19 Update - 8th January 2021 

The end of 2020 brought a range of additional challenges related to the transport of cargo 

and personnel movement. A new strain of COVID-19 impacting the UK resulted in travel 

restrictions and temporary border closures for road haulage during the last week of 

December. The lifting of these border closures has now cleared the backlog of vehicles. 

OSRL continues to monitor the impact of COVID-19 closely. We are liaising with travel 

specialists to maintain response readiness. At the beginning of the pandemic, OSRL 

established several measures to ensure personnel could travel to support our members. 

These measures still stand and have been successfully followed over several recent 

response and preparedness activities. This activity demonstrates our ability to safely deploy 

personnel whilst maintaining business continuity.  

Following the recent strains of the virus identified, our travel team are continually reviewing 

countries that are enforcing travel restrictions on personnel departing the UK and South 

Africa. This work also includes confirming entry requirements identified by these countries, 

which forms part of our planning process during a response.   

Another recent significant event commenced from the 1st January, when the United Kingdom 

started to operate under several new trade agreements, including a new deal with the 

European Union (EU). OSRL has some assurance activities planned for January and 

February to understand how the recently developed EU agreement will affect our operations 

and update response and business procedures accordingly. 

We will shortly be updating our Brexit statement held on this website which includes more 

information on the impact of Brexit on our operations.   

During December some AN-124 aircraft were grounded following an incident. The grounded 

aircraft are slowly making their way back into service throughout January, thus improving 

availability across the market.  

OSRL is a global company with personnel and equipment located across the globe, ensuring 

we remain agile to support industry across all our services. This geographical spread, 

combined with a strong focus on Business Continuity, ensures that we can still deliver our 

international response capability despite localised restrictions.  
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To follow on with our country plan updates, Australia, The Guianas, Gabon, Norway, 

Republic of Congo, Senegal, and United Kingdom are available on our website.  

We've kicked off the New Year with some new webinars. Our first one takes place on the 

19th January; "Hiring response equipment, a best practice guide to organising, storing and 

maintaining your Tier 1 oil spill response equipment", two sessions for this webinar are 

available.  

On the 21st January, Daniel Cruz, Duty Manager at OSRL's Fort Lauderdale base, will 

explain the OSRL activation process when an incident occurs in our "How to activate OSRL 

seminar". Two sessions will be available, one being in Spanish.  

And finally, on the 28th January, Paul Kelway, OSRL's Wildlife Preparedness & Response 

Manager and various contributors will be talking about current tiered response and 

preparedness, future steps that industry could take and the services currently available to 

OSRL Members to support their efforts. Two sessions will be available.   

If you would like to register onto any of these webinars, please use this link.  

As always, we remain just a phone call away, ready to virtually support you and your 

operations. Should you have any questions, please email CMT@oilspillresponse.com or 

contact our Duty Managers. 
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