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COVID-19 Update - 4th December 2020 

We continue to see a patchwork of Covid-19 infection rates. In some areas, the rate is rising 

and in others falling. Rates have recently been climbing sharply in the USA which has 

precipitated a return to “Red” status from the previous “Amber” level. In the UK, after a similar 

sharp rise in infection rates, the Government once again set ‘lockdown’ measures, which has 

now reduced the spread. Both UK bases have therefore remained at “Amber” status. In 

Singapore, Australia and Norway rates have seen a steady decline and remain at “Yellow” 

status.  

Over the last month, further practical deployment exercises and drills took place in Fort 

Lauderdale (before the return to Red status), Singapore, Bahrain and Southampton to test 

OSRL’s Covid procedures and ensure maintenance of competence for personnel.    

OSRL has participated in various virtual Member exercises, including one involving some 

200 personnel in a virtual command, which included regulator participation. OSRL also held 

its annual Major Mobilisation exercise in a virtual environment this week, with many valuable 

learnings. An exercise report will be made available in due course.  

A remote exercise with a Member in the Middle East allowed OSRL to test the aviation 

market capacity. There was good availability at that time across B747, IL76, AN124 and 

AN225 fleets. Since that exercise, however, there was an AN124 engine failure and crash 

landing which has resulted in Volga-Dnepr grounding their fleet of 12 AN124 aircraft. As we 

enter the busy Christmas period and with Covid vaccines going into production, the freight 

market will be tight for the next two months.   

OSRL continues to work with trusted brokers and carry out exercises to spot test the market. 

Please note members should expect longer lead times for equipment, with an assessment of 

multiple transport options required in each time in order to support a response. In some 

cases, commercial freighters and belly freight may not be available for several days, 

potentially weeks.   

Over the last couple of weeks, OSRL has published three exercise reports; the first covers a 

no-notice drill that took place in the UK and encompassed shoreline, offshore and aviation 

assets, read more here. The second report covers six exercises completed earlier this year 

https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/exercise-report-uk-nnd-3-external-use.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/exercise-report-uk-nnd-3-external-use.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/exercise-report-uk-nnd-3-external-use.pdf
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across EMEA and APAC to test our COVID-19 procedures, read more here. And finally, the 

third report focuses on a Global Offshore, Shoreline & SCAT Exercise, read more here.  

In our preparedness services department, we have started carrying out more face to face 

external training delivery alongside our remote training courses. Secondments to Ghana 

have also re-commenced.   

On our website, we have published two blogs which may be of interest. Alice Linley-Munro, 

Travel Manager, has reflected on the world of travel in 2020. When the travel department had 

everything well organised and down to a fine art, what did this mean when COVID hit? Read 

more here.  

Dean Collopy, Base Manager in Cape Town, talks about SANCCOB providing an essential 

wildlife response service in South Africa, particularly in its fight to save the critically 

endangered African Penguin. Continue reading here.  

If you haven’t already registered, our upcoming Wildlife Response webinar is live on the 

website with AM and PM sessions available. The webinar will be covering the OSRL wildlife 

strategy, priorities for 2021 and various other topics.  

As always, we remain just a phone call away, ready to virtually support you and your 

operations. Should you have any questions, please email CMT@oilspillresponse.com or 

contact our Duty Managers.  

  

https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/covid-19-exercise-report-phase-1-3_combined-final.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/covid-19-exercise-report-phase-1-3_combined-final.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/covid-19-exercise-report-phase-1-3_combined-final.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/reflecting-on-the-world-of-travel-in-2020/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/reflecting-on-the-world-of-travel-in-2020/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/reflecting-on-the-world-of-travel-in-2020/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/reflecting-on-the-world-of-travel-in-2020/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/learning-about-seabird-response-with-sanccob/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/blog/learning-about-seabird-response-with-sanccob/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/wildlife-response-webinar/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/wildlife-response-webinar/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/wildlife-response-webinar---2pm/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/wildlife-response-webinar---2pm/
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