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 Lee Hammond
 Director of Operations since 

November 2015
 NOT A SCIENTIST or CHEMICAL 

ENGINEER!  – Army Veteran of 
30 years before WCMRC

Introduction



• All my comments relate to the practical operational challenges of 
cleaning up oil!  

• I won’t constrain my comments based on what is scientifically 
possible or allowed under regulation.  

Caveat!  



• Our geographic area of response covers all 27,000 km of 
Western Canada’s coastline, extending to the 200 nautical 
mile limit. Our response area also includes all inland navigable 
waters in coastal British Columbia. We have bases, personnel 
and equipment caches stationed at strategic locations up and 
down the coast.

Geographic Area of Response



• Automation of ICS into software

• Exploitation of cheaper, far more capable drones – looking at 
tethered and free-flying.  Wide range of benefits.  

• Expanding the tool bag – Decanting, Dispersants and In-Situ 
burning.  WCMRC is limited to mechanical recovery, which faces 
significant constraints

– Need the Regulations to support this

• Deepwater Wrecks

Gaps and Opportunities



• Areas of focus:  

– How “clean” is clean enough to allow for decanting to meet Regulatory 
requirements.

– Toxicity and dispersants.  Getting to a place where the Net 
Environmental Benefits make sense.  Includes public acceptance. 

– Transitioning ideas and methods from the lab, to the field environment.  
Many initiatives work in the lab, but: 

• Are they feasible in the field environment?

• Can they be scaled up?

• Do they meet environmental regulations?  

• Are they affordable?

Science and Spill Response
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Questions?   

Thank you!


