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Largest International 
Industry Funded 

Cooperative

Owned by Major Oil
and Gas Production/ 

Transportation Companies 

Providing Resources to 
Prepare for and Respond to 

Oil Spills Efficiently and 
Effectively on a Global Basis

Who We Are



2© Copyright. Oil Spill Response Limited.

Aberdeen

Our Global Footprint
11 Locations Worldwide

Ft. Lauderdale Bahrain

Singapore

Houston

Southampton

Brazil

South Africa

Trieste

Norway

Oil Spill Response Base

Regional Offices

Subsea Well Intervention Services Base

Perth
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 Outreach programme with academia to explain how the 
response "toolbox" feeds into NEBA/SIMA justifications 
and to highlight how research / technology have a role in 
future response tool development. 

 Key activities….
 Spill response seminars and workshops to university classes (undergrad / 

post grad levels)
 Track record of PhD inception, development, support and delivery at 2 

UK institutes to date…
 Build on existing links and identify new research groups with oil spill 

interests: technology and impacts e.g. MPRI Canada
 Joint research papers with researchers
 ITAC – a vehicle for engagement
 Promote industry good practice (IOGP-IPIECA GPG)

Bridging Research to Response
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 Ecotoxicology research group with internationally recognised 
expertise and facilities

 “Critically evaluate whole organism and intracellular biomarkers 
sensitivity to environmentally relevant exposure concentrations of 
PAH, oil and dispersants in order to develop a suite of biomarkers able 
to rapidly assess oil toxicity in a spill scenario”

 Output = bioassay tools for practical response application to inform 
NEBA/SIMA based decisions

 Scoped and funded using CONCAWE Biological Effects group (STF-32) 
= Shell, ExxonMobil, BP, Chevron...

 Two papers published to date = Colvin et al., (2020); Colvin et al., 
(2021)

 Dr Kat Colvin now working for BP (UK)

University of Exeter, UK (2017-21)
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 “Marine Oil Snow” – hot topic from GOMRI

 Generating varying opinions in research 
literature and NEBA/SIMA discussions

 Completed
 Review paper published with an emphasis on the 

microbial community dynamics

 Underway:
 UK Gov funded PhD commenced

 Industry advisory panel including OSRL, Shell & 
ExxonMobil

 Oil biodegradation research expertise under Dr Boyd 
McKey and Prof Terry McGenity research groups

University of Essex, UK (2021-25)


