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Purpose 

As a result of the COVID pandemic, many governments and companies have imposed restrictions limiting the movement of people. This working document describes at a 
country level how OSRL will approach supporting Members during spill response incidents. It is intended to be referred to as guidance only, based on best-available 
information at the time of writing. It should be read in conjunction with the latest COVID-19 statement on OSRL’s website: https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--
media/news/coronavirus-statement/  
 
COVID-19 Response Readiness Dashboard 
OSRL Members' Information Hub - a single location to cover your needs, keep you up to date and provide you with the latest information on our response readiness. 
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/external-links/covid-19 
 
Russian Health Authority (Ministry of Health, Rosminzdrav.ru ). 
Anything and everything in this country plan will be superseded if and where the information in the official webpage of the Ministry of Health is contradicting the text in 
this country plan – updated information in this link will always supersede text in this document.  https://covid19.rosminzdrav.ru/ 
 
To discuss the country plan or for further information please contact: the author (nataliekirk@oilspillresponse.com), the OSRL Duty Manager, or your OSRL representative. 

 

Revision history   

Version   Date updated   Description of changes   

1 30/06/2020 First published version.    

2 28/08/2020 • Update on restrictions (including COVID-19 testing) for entering the Russian Federation. 
• Update to reflect changes to the global airfreight market.  
• Update to include mention of the development of newly developed COVID-19 field guides for various types of operations. 

3 22/01/2021 • Update on restrictions (including COVID-19 testing) for entering the Russian Federation. 
• Update to reflect changes to the global airfreight market. 

 

 

Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

OSRL’s 
Emergency 
Operations 
Centre 

Remote technical advice 
from OSRL Duty Manager 

None As normal 

Provision of 2D and 3D oil 
spill modelling 

None As normal 

Provision of satellite 
imagery 

None As normal 

https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/news/coronavirus-statement/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/news/coronavirus-statement/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/external-links/covid-19
https://covid19.rosminzdrav.ru/
mailto:nataliekirk@oilspillresponse.com


 

Russian Federation Response Plan 
(COVID-19)  

 

Version: 3 Date updated: 22-01-2021 Doc owner: N.Kirk 

Document Number: OSRL-OPER-PLA-00379 
Page 2 of 8 

 

Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

Mobilisation Mobilisation of OSRL 
response team into Russia. 
 
 

At the time of the latest revision (22/01/2021), the 
following restrictions are in place in the Russian 
Federation: 
 
Movement of people 
An entry ban for foreign travellers is in place, 
except for citizens from countries where direct flights 
to Russia have resumed. All direct flights between the 
UK and Russia are suspended until at least and 
including the 1st of February 2021.  
 
Visas are still being issued by the Russian Embassy in 
the UK and embassy staff have informed us that travel 
by private charter airplane is possible regardless of 
the ban on commercial flights.  
 
In order to obtain a Russian Visa, applicants must 
submit the following: 

• Visa application 
• Proof of UK citizenship or Residency Permit. 

EU citizens residing in the UK, who currently 
do not need a residence permit can submit a 
pre-settled or settled status printout from 
the Home Office website. This printout needs 
to be certified by a notary. If, due to various 
circumstances, the applicant does not have 
time or cannot certify the above printout by 
British notaries/solicitors, as an exception, 
they can certify this document at the 
Consular Section of the Russian Embassy 
from 9:00 to 10:00 without appointment. 
They must personally give the so-called 
"share code", to the consular officer to check 
and certify the respective information. A 
consular fee (14£) must be paid in cash. An 
ID must be provided. 

 
Testing, Quarantine and PPE 
All foreign citizens arriving in Russia are required to 
provide a negative PCR test for COVID-19, passed no 
earlier than three calendar days before arrival. Only 
PCR tests are accepted. COVID-19 testing must be 
done through the Embassy of Russian Federation in 
the UK accredited labs/centres. Any passenger 
without a printed medical document confirming a 
negative PCR test for COVID-19 will not be allowed to 
board the aircraft (by the decision of the airline). 
 
In addition to carrying COVID-19 test certificates, all 
passengers boarding Russia-bounds planes are 
required to fill in a questionnaire. All arrivals are 
temperature screened at airports.  
 
Due to the new COVID19 variants, all individuals 
arriving from the UK are required to self-isolate for 
14 days regardless of the negative PCR test 
necessary to board the aircraft.  
  
PPE requirements and “lockdown” restrictions fall 
under the jurisdiction of regional governments. OSRL 
should check restrictions at destination prior to 
departing.  
 
Under federal legislation, people convicted of 
spreading false information about COVID19 face 
severe penalties – including up to five years in 
prison. The legislation also sets out punishments for 
those violating quarantine rules, including up to 
seven years in prison.   
 

OSRL will deploy resources in the event of an incident provided it 
can be done safely and legally, with appropriate precautions in 
place to safeguard the health of staff and contractors. 
 
Travel authorisation 
OSRL would deploy responders from the Southampton base 
where most Response personnel hold British passports or 
residency permits.. Unless special dispensation is obtained, OSRL 
personnel will be subject to 14 days quarantine.  
 
Transport: 
As there are no commercial passenger flights between the UK 
and Russia, private charter aircraft is currently the only option. 
 
Accommodation: 
Depending on the location of the incident and availability of 
commercial options, OSRL may require support from the 
mobilising party to source accommodation for personnel.  
 
General 
Prior to travel OSRL staff must familiarise themselves with up-to-
date movement restrictions and PPE requirements imposed by 
the government of the destination region.  
 
Under federal legislation, punishments for violation of 
quarantine rules are severe and include up to seven years in 
prison.  
 
It might be desirable to procure a letter of authority for 
responders to carry during transit and operations. According to 
the consulate in Moscow, the most appropriate authority to liaise 
with would be the office of the Oblast (Regional) Governor.  
 
 

https://www.rospotrebnadzor.ru/upload/%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B0%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B0%20RUS.docx
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Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

General logistics - 
Mobilisation of response 
equipment 
 

AIR 
The air charter market has been heavily impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The overall reduction in 
passenger flights continue to put additional strain on 
dedicated cargo flights. Developments in vaccines, 
combined with the associated complex transport 
requirements, have also impacted the availability of 
aircraft. This situation and the subsequent demand 
for aircraft constantly changes.  
  
The availability of aircraft for a response will be 
determined by market conditions on the day. OSRL 
remains in close contact with our logistics providers & 
charter brokers who are monitoring the situation. 
OSRL will continue to keep you informed and notify 
immediately if there are significant changes in 
availability. Please contact OSRL directly for further 
information. 
 
Taking VHF and GPS to Russia (general information) 
According to the Russian Customs agency, certain 
goods may be prohibited from entry into the country 
and/or may require additional approvals.  

- VHF radios and GPS fall under “Radio-electric 
equipment and (or) high-frequency devices 
for civilian application”. 

- Devices with encryption capability (such as 
certain types of mobile phones) fall under 
“encoding (cryptographic) commodities”   

The Russian Ministry for emergency situations 
(EMERCOM) has provided some guidance on what 
OSRL needs to do in order to import GPS and VHF 
equipment into Russia during a response: 

- Before leaving the UK, OSRL should attempt 
to get the British Embassy in Moscow to send 
an official letter to the destination airport. 
The letter should contain information on the 
purpose of the visit, dates, arrangements 
(accommodation, mobilising member 
details...) and should clearly state that that 
the equipment will be brought back to the 
UK. 

- OSRL would need to liaise with the airport of 
departure and seek assistance with correctly 
filling out the customs declaration form.   

- OSRL would need to liaise with the airline 
company to get information on how to 
correctly transport the equipment. 
Equipment should be transported in hand 
luggage.  

- In Russia, responders carrying the equipment 
need to go through the “red” customs 
channel.  

General  
OSRL’s Global Logistics Team is working closely with our network 
of third-party logistics organisations and travel management 
specialists to proactively monitor the logistics market daily.   
  
Operational updates have been received from all key service 
providers to ensure they have appropriate procedures to 
maintain service continuity in the event of a response.  
As normal, the optimal routing for equipment and dispersant 
mobilisation will be based on availability of the spot market.   
  
It is advisable to anticipate longer than usual timeline to mobilise 
equipment and potentially higher costs due to disrupted freight 
market.  
  
The normal level of support would be required from mobilising 
party to clear customs and provision of in-country logistics.  
  
OSRL has developed a Logistics – Mobilisation Tactical Impact 
Response Plan which consider primary and alternative logistics 
options for the physical movement (by road, sea and air) and 
exportation process for emergency response equipment. 
 
NB: this statement is valid at the time of writing (see revision 
history). Please contact OSRL Global Logistics team for updated 
information when applicable.   
 
 

http://eng.customs.gov.ru/folder/87086
https://en.mchs.ru/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/logistics---mbilisation-and-tactical-impact-assessment-plan_1045bst_3103202.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/logistics---mbilisation-and-tactical-impact-assessment-plan_1045bst_3103202.pdf
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Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

Mobilisation of dispersant 
aircraft and aircrew to 
incident location, assisted 
by mobilising party 

Equipment and personnel 
Operations at Russian airports remain limited due to 
the government order to suspend commercial airline 
flights to most international destinations. Up to date 
information on airport status can be found on ICAO 
website. Cargo, postal, medical, humanitarian, ferry 
maintenance, transit flights with a technical landing 
for refuelling (crew swap) - are exempt from 
restrictions. 
 
2Excel, who operate the Boeing 727 dispersant 
aircraft stationed in the UK, currently report no 
disruption regarding mobilisation of aircraft. 2Excel 
have moved to split shift working to provide 
additional resilience. Doncaster Airport (2Excel 
primary operating base) remains open.  
 
  
 

General 
2Excel have confirmed their ability to respond in Russia, subject 
to the OFAC License requirements being arranged, however 
mobilisations would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The normal level of support would be required from mobilising 
party to secure aviation support services at airport for dispersant 
missions (e.g., supply of fuel, airport logistics, permit application 
for low-lying flight and dispersant spray, etc.)   
  
Airline crew would follow the same risk mitigation measures as 
other OSRL responders, including use of appropriate PPE, 
enhanced personal hygiene and physical distancing.  
 
Boeing 727 Mobilisation Time (Indicative)  
*The flight times detailed below are for guidance purposes only 
and are subject to obtaining flight clearances, landing permits, 
ground handling time, local security situation, adverse weather 
conditions or any other unforeseen circumstance which could 
delay the flight. As with any response there will be factors outside 
of our control which could affect the response times and every 
endeavour will be taken to ensure a timely mobilisation. 
 

DSA (1400 departure) – Khanty Mansiysk 
   
Timings with Boom Fit at Destination  
Departure – 14:00  
Doncaster – Tallinn: 02:24 (16:24) 
Tech Stop: 02:00 (18:24) 
Tallinn – Khanty Mansiysk: 02:47 (21:11)  
Night Stop: 11:00 (08:11) 
Elapsed Time to Spray Readiness – 18:11 
  
DSA (0600 departure) – Alykel 
   
Timings with Boom Fit at Destination  
Departure – 06:00  
Doncaster – Tallinn: 02:24 (08:24) 
Tech Stop: 02:00 (10:24) 
Tallinn – Alykel: 03:27 (13:51) 
Boom Fit: 2:00 (15:51) 
Elapsed Time to Spray Readiness – 09:51 

  

In-country 
response 
Typical roles 
performed by 
OSRL shown here 
– not exhaustive 
 

IMT-based technical advice Personnel  
See the above section on Mobilisation of OSRL 
response team into Russia. 
 

Personnel   
Personnel for both IMT-based technical advisory and 5x5 onsite 
technical advisory service will be sourced from our UK base. 
Potentially significant delays are to be expected to allow for 
COVID-19 testing and a 14 day quarantine upon arrival.   
 
Remote technical advice into an IMT can also be provided by 
technical staff based in any OSRL location via video conferencing 
platforms such as Skype, Microsoft Teams, Zoom, etc.   

https://www.icao.int/safety/Pages/COVID-19-Airport-Status.aspx
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Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

Aerial surveillance 
operations (inc. UAV) 

Personnel 
For mobilisation of OSRL personnel to act as onboard 
observers for aerial surveillance operations see the 
above section on Mobilisation of OSRL response team 
into Russia. 
 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) 
OSRL has a Call-Off Agreement with Sky-Futures, 
Terradrone, and Bristow to provide UAV capabilities 
globally to support aerial surveillance operations. The 
UAV operators have bases around the world, 
operations may be restricted due to international 
travel restrictions. 
 
OSRLs UAV providers have confirmed their ability to 
respond subject to obtaining key or essential worker 
status to the relevant country. The challenge for 
mobilising an international UAV services is the travel 
logistics and personnel isolation requirements on 
arrival. Where practicable, OSRL would request a local 
service provider via the network of UAV operators we 
work with.  UAV operations are also subject to 
obtaining permissions and license in the country of 
operation. 
 

Personnel 
Once in-country, OSRL responders will be able to conduct 
overflights as normal. 
 
Additionally, OSRL can provide remote support and advice to 
members aerial surveillance operations, spill identification and 
spill quantification based on the information gathered during the 
surveillance flights chartered by the member, e.g. remote 
analysis of photographs and videography to provide 
quantification. 
 
OSRL can also provide remote training to aircraft and helicopter 
pilots or designated observers. 
 
OSRL has developed an aerial surveillance field guide appendix to 
cover COVID-19 operational considerations and additional 
control measures. 
 
UAV 
Support from mobilising party may be required to apply for 
exemptions/approvals from relevant government agencies for 
UAV operator to be exempted from travel and isolation 
restrictions. 
 
OSRL responders can provide technical advice and analysis of 
UAV imagery/video remotely if necessary. 
 

Shoreline and inland 
operations 

Personnel  
For mobilisation of OSRL personnel to conduct 
Shoreline and inland response operations and 
Shoreline Clean-up Assessment Technique (SCAT) see 
the above section on Mobilisation of OSRL response 
team into Russia. 
 
Equipment  
For mobilisationof equipment, please see above.  
 
Taking VHF and GPS to Russia (general information) 
According to the Russian Customs agency, certain 
goods may be prohibited from entry into the country 
and/or may require additional approvals.  

- VHF radios and GPS fall under “Radio-electric 
equipment and (or) high-frequency devices 
for civilian application”. 

- Devices with encryption capability (such as 
certain types of mobile phones) fall under 
“encoding (cryptographic) commodities”   

The Russian Ministry for emergency situations 
(EMERCOM) has provided some guidance on what 
OSRL needs to do in order to import GPS and VHF 
equipment into Russia during a response: 

- Before leaving the UK, OSRL should attempt 
to get the British Embassy in Moscow to send 
an official letter to the destination airport. 
The letter should contain information on the 
purpose of the visit, dates, arrangements 
(accommodation, mobilising member details, 
etc.) and should clearly state that that the 
equipment will be brought back to the UK. 

- OSRL would need to liaise with the airport of 
departure and seek assistance with correctly 
filling out the customs declaration form.   

- OSRL would need to liaise with the airline 
company to get information on how to 
correctly transport the equipment. 
Equipment should be transported in hand 
luggage.  

- In Russia, responders carrying the equipment 
need to go through the “red” customs 
channel. 

Personnel 
Once in-country, OSRL responders will be able to work in support 
of the shoreline and/or inland programme as normal. 
 
Additionally, SCAT operations can be adapted to be carried out 
remotely through the deployment of UAV with remote support 
being provided to interpret imagery and input into SCAT 
programme.  
 
OSRL has developed a shoreline clean-up and assessment 
technique (SCAT) field guide appendix; and a shoreline 
operations field guide appendix to cover COVID-19 operational 
considerations and additional control measures. 
 
Equipment 
For equipment mobilisation please see above 

https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/field-guides/aerial-surveillance-covid-19-measures.pdf
http://eng.customs.gov.ru/folder/87086
https://en.mchs.ru/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/field-guides/scat-covid-19-field-guide.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/field-guides/scat-covid-19-field-guide.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/field-guides/shoreline-operations-covid-19-measures-field-guide.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/field-guides/shoreline-operations-covid-19-measures-field-guide.pdf
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Service aspect Normal service Disruption / Restrictions Amended approach 

Offshore vessel-based 
operations 

Personnel  
For mobilisation of OSRL personnel to conduct 
offshore operations see the above section on 
Mobilisation of OSRL response team into Russia. 
 
Equipment  
For mobilisation of equipment, please see above. 

Personnel 
Once in-country, OSRL responders will be able to work in support 
of the offshore response as normal. 
 
Member company’s trained responders may be able to operate 
OSRL equipment until OSRL responders are in country. 
 
OSRL has developed a containment and recovery field guide 
appendix to cover COVID-19 operational considerations and 
additional control measures. 
 
Equipment 
For equipment mobilisation please see above 

Aerial dispersant operations  Personnel 
There are no restrictions on the B727 aircrew entering 
the country.  

Personnel 
The operation can be conducted by the trained aircrew with 
remote support from OSRL personnel via video conferencing.  
 
Once in-country, OSRL responders will be able to work in support 
of the dispersant response as normal. 
 
Equipment 
OSRL Aerial Dispersant Platform (Boeing-727 Tersus system in the 
UK and C-130 RIDDS system in Singapore) remains operational. 
Please see the above section on mobilisation of dispersant 
aircraft and aircrew. 
 
Support will be required from the responsible party and the 
Russian government to gain access.  

 

If local dispersant stocks exist at destination, the aircraft can fly 
into country with empty dispersant tanks as this is the fastest 
option and load the dispersant once arrived.  

Oiled wildlife technical 
advice and coordination 

Personnel 
For mobilisation of OSRL oiled wildlife experts see the 
above section on Mobilisation of OSRL response team 
into Russia. 
 
Equipment 
For movement of wildlife equipment via land, sea and 
air, please see above. 

Personnel 
OSRL has a small number of UK-based in-house oiled wildlife 
experts who can be deployed to Russia subject to delays outlined 
above. However, when further specialist manpower is required, 
OSRL usually draws on an international network of experts 
through our agreement with Sea Alarm Foundation. Due to the 
travel restrictions remaining in place for most of the world’s 
countries, this service may be affected.   
 
Technical advice from our in-house expert can also be given 
remotely through video conferencing platform such as Skype, 
Microsoft teams etc. 
 
Equipment 
OSRL members have access to OSRL wildlife equipment located in 
four OSRL bases. Refer to mobilisation of surface response 
equipment for more details on the disruptions and restrictions on 
mobilising oiled wildlife equipment.  
 
 

 

 

  

https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/containment-and-recovery-covid-19-field-guide.pdf
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/globalassets/external-links/covid-19-updates/containment-and-recovery-covid-19-field-guide.pdf
bookmark://B727/
bookmark://B727/
bookmark://People/
bookmark://People/
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APPENDIX – OSRL CONSIDERATIONS / POINTS TO NOTE 

This appendix outlines the internal considerations for OSRL. These do not impact our ability to respond but are likely to be relevant to the way we manage a response 
specifically during the COVID pandemic. 
Activities in-country Additional Measures for COVID-19  Additional resources required 
Transit to and from airport, 
accommodation and site 

- Before travelling, personnel are required to complete a self-assessment prior to 
attending site or embarking on fixed/rotary wing aircraft. Personnel who report 
or present with respiratory or flu symptoms are not permitted to travel. 

- Don N95/FFP2/FFP3 or KN95 respirator when in flight/transit always. 
- Avoid touching the face, mouth, eyes and nose. Regularly wash hands with clean 

water and soap or utilise alcohol-based sanitiser if soap is unavailable (especially 
before and after eating as well as after attending the toilet). Use alcohol wipes to 
clean any surface that requires any physical contact (e.g., flight tray). 

- Personnel to maintain physical distancing of at least 1m wherever possible and 
practicable, as recommended by the World Health Organisation (WHO), see WHO 
guidance.  

- As much as possible, space out from other passengers on the aircraft e.g., do not 
sit beside; in front of or behind others to maintain physical distancing. 

- For transportation of personnel on a rotary wing aircraft (helicopter), avoid using 
shared equipment if they can be personally issued e.g., headsets. For PPE that 
must be shared (e.g., life vests, harnesses, etc), equipment are to be sanitised 
using alcohol wipes after each trip. 

- Mask (N95/Surgical) 
- Hand sanitiser 
- Alcohol wipes 
- Thermometer 

 

In accommodation - Personnel to stay in accommodation as much as possible. If there is an urgent 
need to go out, wear a respirator (N95/FFP2/FFP3 or KN95) and take a hand 
sanitiser. 

- Purchasing of food is advised to be ordered from room service/delivery to 
minimise contact. If personnel are leaving the accommodation to purchase food, 
do not dine-in and opt for take-away. 

- Do not utilise other facilities in the accommodation area such as pools and gym 
to reduce the risk of contact with COVID-19 carriers. 

- Conduct temperature checks and self-assessment to monitor the state of health 
and inform in-country lead if feeling unwell or when slight symptoms are present. 

At Client Incident 
Management Team offices 

- OSRL personnel to adhere to mobilising party’s procedures for infectious disease 
controls such as temperature checks before entering the site. If this is not 
implemented, OSRL personnel are to seek evidence of self-assessment 
questionnaires or declarations from mobilising party. If these are not available, 
OSRL personnel are to check with Duty Manager for advice before entering site. 

- Possibility of using teleconferencing instead of physical meetings during response 
planning. 

Aerial Surveillance Operation - Personnel involvement in aerial surveillance operation can be substituted using 
the following alternatives:  

o Spill Identification: Engagement with MDA or mobilising party’s 
preferred supplier to provide satellite imagery 

o Spill Verification/Monitoring: Deployment of UAV or remotely captured 
images 

- If the above options are unavailable or unsuitable, the aerial surveillance 
operation will be conducted with minimum number of personnel onboard to be 
advised by aviation expert. In this instance, the general measures at all response 
sites stated above are to be adhered to. 

- Personnel are to avoid using shared PPE if it has already been issued to them 
(e.g., headsets). However, PPE that must be shared (e.g., life vests, harnesses, 
etc) are to be sanitised after use. 

- Contact surfaces in the aircraft to be cleaned and sanitised regularly and 
disinfected after each rotation of personnel or crew change. 

- Thermometer 
- Respirator (N95/FFP2/FFP3 or 

KN95) based on RPE guidance. 
- Hand sanitiser 
- Alcohol wipes 
- Aerial Surveillance Grab bags 

(which consists of headsets) 

Shoreline Response including 
Shoreline protection, 
Shoreline Clean-up, SCAT, 
Oiled Wildlife Response 

In additional to the general measures at all response sites: 
- Shoreline operations should include dedicated staff to manage controls and 

sanitation measures and a medical professional on-site, whenever possible. 
- Personnel on-site are limited to the core crew (OSRL and required number of 

support personnel). 
- Beach Master to ensure that there is a temperature-taking station during site set-

up (recommended to have it at the entrance of the site) and maintain a record 
for contact tracing and personnel movement. 

- Minimise contact with local communities 
o Restrict public access to response sites with security measures, barriers, 

etc. 
o Put up notices onsite to inform public e.g., official media statement, 

contact number of Public Liaison Officer 
- Ensure that a quarantine area is also set-up for personnel who have elevated 

temperatures after conducting 
- temperature checks. 
- Clear emergency protocol for dealing with, for example, injury or electrical storm 

breaks on-site without impacting physical distancing. 

- Temperature check and health 
declaration form 

- Thermometer (ideally noncontact 
type) 

- Respirator (N95/FFP2/FFP3 or 
KN95) based on RPE guidance. 

- Hand sanitiser 
- Alcohol Wipes 
- Full PPE includes Tyvek suit, 

respirator, safety goggles, face 
shield, chemical gloves, safety 
shoes, safety boots, safety helmet, 
ear protection, coveralls, 
lifejacket, as appropriate. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
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- Sanitation facilities should be provided with handwashing stations that are 
preferably hands-free (pedal, knee or elbow operated) 

Offshore Response In additional to the general measures at all response sites, 
- As part of the OSRL’s VOO selection process, ensure the following: 

o Vessel Master has control measures to ensure vessel crew is healthy 
(e.g., record of health declaration and temperature monitoring) 

o Vessel has a schedule for sanitisation and disinfection of all working and 
living areas.  

o All working and living areas to be disinfected after each rotation of 
personnel or crew change. 

o Vessel has provision to accommodate a designated quarantine 
area/cabin or spare bunk to isolate a suspected COVID-19 case. 

- Offshore IC to conduct temperature checks and maintain a record of all 
personnel onboard including vessel crew. 

- During the duration on the vessel, avoid all large group social interactions and 
stay in individual cabin outside of working hours. 

- Crew change during the duration of the operation should not be allowed, unless 
approved by management after careful considerations and risk assessments. 

- Consideration during vessel selection for the ability to remain offshore on station 
overnight to minimise infection risk or coming ashore daily (subject to full risk 
assessment) 

Aerial Dispersant Operation - Limit the number of personnel on board the aircraft. Note that the B727 requires 
at least one OSRL personnel onboard to act as task specialist to conduct 
dispersant spraying 

- Dispersant aircraft aircrew are to observe the WHO guidance on Operational 
considerations for managing COVID-19 cases or outbreak in aviation in additional 
to OSRL guidelines. 

 

 


