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Rehabilitated Razorbill in Germany in November 2007
Photo: Project Blue Sea

Objective and Mission

Sea Alarm’s objective is to facilitate and motivate stra-
tegic alliances among Non Governmental Organisa-
tions (NGOs), the oil industry, and governmental or-
ganisations with a common aim to:

- respond professionally and effectively to oiled ContaCt Detal |S
wildlife incidents according to international _
standards; Sea Alarm Foundation

Rue du Cypres 7 -B10
1000 Brussels
Belgium

- be prepared for an oiled wildlife emergency as
part of the overal oil spill response preparedness;
- work towards oil spill prevention.

t. +322 2788744

Sea Alarm’s mission is to is to make use of the best f. +322 502 7438

professional approaches and use the best exper- m. +32 494 90 00 12 or +32 495 52 82 42
tise available and applicable in any oiled wildlife re-

sponse.

http://www.sea-alarm.org
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Reducing the Impact of Oil Spills (RIOS) Workshop

The RIOS workshop, held at Zoomarine, in Albufeira, Portugal,
on 17-19 April 2008, was a great success. Organized by
Nordeconsult, Zoomarine and Sea Alarm, the workshop was
attended by over 45 participants from Europe and North
America and brought together leading experts from Europe,
the United States and Canada. The objective of the workshop

ZDV WR LGHQWLI\ UHVHDUFK D QI3 GMR'HH Q N

of oiled wildife response and preparedness. A number of leading
scientists provided an overview of the latest available information
with regards to different aspects of oiled wildlife response, with
the view of identifying major gaps. Plenary discussions provided
opportunities for the participants to help identify research and
development priorities. The results of the workshop will be
published on the dedicated RIOS website.

Portugal Wildlife Group Meeting

Immediately following the RIOS workshop, Zoomarine and Sea
Alarm facilitated a national workshop for Portuguese NGOs to
discuss how the issue of oiled wildlife response and preparedness
could be advanced in Portugal. Hugo Nijkamp (Sea Alarm) was
asked to chair the meeting. After an introduction by Sea Alarm,
the participants discussed the various aspects of an oiled wildlife

Oiled Wildlife Response and Planning National Works

Together with Animal Welfare Sweden (Djurskyddet), Sea Alarm
organized a national workshop on oiled wildlife response and
planning, on 4 April 2008 in Stockhom, Sweden.

The next phase of the RIOS project is the preparation of a
European Action Plan, which will be presented to the European
Commission in due course. The Plan will be written in different
stages, and draft versions will be made available for comments
on the RIOS website.

response bearing in mind the circumstances and still limited
resources available in Portugal. All organisations expressed their
willingness to cooperate in a joint process, with the aim of achieving
higher levels of national preparedness. A second meeting, which
will hopefully include the most directly involved Portuguese
authorities, has been scheduled for June.

hop

The workshop was attended by representatives from various
Swedish authorities and key response organisations. Sea Alarm
gave a general introduction to the subject and Jan-Ake Hillarp
(KVF-Swedish rehabilitators association) gave a presentation
on Sweden’s experiences with oiled animals in the Fu Shan Hai
incident (2003). The discussions afterwards were fruitful.

The integration of oiled wildlife response into oil spill response
planning is becoming a more central issue in Sweden. Although
the division of responsibilities between the various authorities is
yet to be determined, it is clear that the optimal way of dealing
with wildlife incidents in Sweden is an important issue that is
progressing in the right direction.

Hugo Nijkamp at the National Workshop (photo: Mikael Ovegard)
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Baltic Regional Training Workshop

A regional training workshop was held in Helsinki on 17-19
March 2008. Organised by WWF-Finland, SYKE, and Sea Alarm,
the conference brought together 35 participants from the Baltic
coastal states and Norway, and lecturers from the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Belgium. The workshop presented
information on oiled wildlife response and preparedness to key
individuals from governmental agencies and NGOs in the Baltic
region, and focused particularly on networking and cooperation.
7KH ¢UVW GD\ RI WKH ZRUNVKR $ BIURNE &ZH
response and planning, and included a range of topics relevant |
to the Baltic Sea. The participants also presented the state of
preparedness in their respective countries.

Inside the newly designed mobile unit

The second day was devoted to technical training on wildlife
response issues (dealing with oiled animals, rehabilitation
process, the use of facilities, etc). Special emphasis was placed
on the development and use of mobile units, which included an
excursion to the newly designed Finnish mobile unit. A table-top
exercise was held on the third day, which stimulated discussions
into how to organise an oiled wildlife response.

The Baltic regional training workshop can be considered as
WKH ¢UVW LQ D SURJUDPPH RI QM WRDQW C6 F
Alarm hopes to organise in the various coastal regions in Europe,
including the Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, and North-East
Atlantic/North Sea regions.

Outside the newly designed drying unit

Group photo of the workshop participants
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HELCOM Response Group

Hugo Nijkamp (Sea Alarm) was an invited guest and speaker at the
Ninth Meeting of the HELCOM Response Group, which was held
on 12-14 December 2007 in Lisbon, Portugal, and was hosted by
the European Maritime Safety Agency.

The Baltic Sea Action Plan

A new environmental strategy
for the Baltic Sea region

. Helsinki Commission
Baltiz Marine Erviranment Protection Commission

MENAW Conference

Roser Gasol (Sea Alarm) attended the Middle East Network for
Animal Welfare (MENAW) Conference, held in Cairo on 13-15
December 2007. Together with Coralie Farren (the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) and Anand Ramanathan
(International Fund for Animal Welfare), she organised a working
group meeting on oiled wildlife response. The working group
considered how the effects of oil on wildlife can be minimised through
advanced planning and coordination with other organisations,
as well as regional capacity and needs. The conference was an

EUROMED Workshop

Hugo Nijkamp (Sea Alarm) was a guest speaker at the EUROMED
workshop on the protection of coastal areas from marine pollution,
held in Rome on 10-14 December 2007, and hosted by the
Department of Civil Protection. The workshop was the second
LQ D VHULHV RI
-XQH
response training and thus recommended the second workshop to
increase the level of training in coastline protection operations.
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The Response Group is a working group under the Baltic
Marine Environment Commission, consisting of oil spill response
specialists from each of the Baltic Sea countries. The Response
Group implements international policies and strategies for the
Baltic area with regards to oil spill preparedness and response.
A new item on the Baltic agenda is the integration of oiled wildlife
response in existing plans for oil spill response, which is one of the
objectives of the recently adopted Baltic Sea Action Plan.

The aim of Sea Alarm’s presentation was to provide an introduction
to the integration of oiled wildlife response plans. After some debate,
the Group decided to make an inventory of the current state of
oiled wildlife response preparedness in the HELCOM countries.
Estonia and WWF-Finland volunteered to assume a coordinating
role in the completion of this task, the results of which will be will be
presented at the next HELCOM Response meeting (29-31 October
2008). Sea Alarm encouraged the participants to look carefully at
the European Response Plan, which contains recommendations
for actions that can be taken at national and international levels to
increase the international preparedness to oiled wildlife incidents.
For further information, please visit the HELCOM website.

excellent forum to establish contacts with organisations in the North
African and the Middle East region, providing a strong basis for

future co-operation in oiled wildlife response and preparedness.

The MENAW Conference, organised by the Egyptian Society of
$QLPDO )ULHQGV ZDV WKH ¢UWWQRI%WW\D I
together over 100 participants from 20 countries, the Conference
attendees considered an array of animal welfare issues and
adopted several recommendations. Please click here for additional
information on the MENAW Conference.

Before an audience of representatives of Civil Protection Agencies
from Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Egypt, and Morocco, Hugo
Nijkamp gave a presentation on safeguarding oiled wildlife. Other
presentation topics included the organisation of a coastal response,

(8520(" ZRUNVKR SUD @ WHrohtRV sdéanidditeriques, oil waste management, and the role
LGHQWL{HG D GLVSDUQW\REHWKRWMER WRQDLQRQH BRI

YROXQW HH U\Q HZKMH BRIU
lessons learnt and case studies of previous oil spills, practical
H[HUFLVHV RUJDQLVHG LQ FR RSHWH \EURQLC
and a round-table exercise.
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Spill Coordination and Attendance

The Volganeft-139 Spill in Russia

In early November 2007, a severe storm caused many ships to
ground in the Strait of Kerch, between Ukraine and Russia, one of
which was the Volganeft-139, a river oil tanker that lost over 4000
tonnes of heavy oil.

Volunteer collecting oiled birds

Incidents in Germany

In the last six months, Germany has been faced with two oiled
ZLOGOLIH LQFLGHQWYV
2007 when the banana freighter Duncan Island got itself into
trouble north of the Frysian Wadden Islands in the Netherlands.
Ten containers were lost in a storm, and as a result, thousands
of bananas washed ashore on the Dutch islands of Terschelling
and Ameland. One of the containers punched a hole the size of
a football in the hull of the ship, damaging the bunker tanks. The
vessel lost an unknown amount of bunker oil, which was reported
drifting in the German Bight, smothering the beaches of several
German Wadden islands.

7KH ¢ \DVMD\LQFY BRBWRURNFRQGHER RG LK J
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Qil spill on the coast

For over three days, Sea Alarm persisted in calling organisations
and experts that were either known to work in the area or
familiar with the area. Finally, Sea Alarm touched base with local
responders who were responding to the wildlife that was affected
by the oil. On their request, Sea Alarm sent a small team to assess
the situation. The International Fund for Animal Welfare also sent
two representatives. On site, both teams decided that an attempt
to rehabilitate oiled birds (predominantly coots) was not possible
due to the lack of appropriate facilities in the area. Although both
organisations advised that euthanasia of the captured animals
(over a hundred coots) was the best option, the local responders
nonetheless made an attempt to rehabilitate the animals, but all the
animals died in the process. This event demonstrated once again
that a well-intended but inappropriately prepared wildlife response
easily leads to emotional decision making processes that are not
in the best interest of the welfare of the stricken animals.

Over 1600 birds were reported oiled at sea, but due to the heavy

Sea Alarm assisted with the coordination of the wildlife response
organisations by providing conference call facilities. In the end,
over 50 hirds were captured and taken into care, but the veterinary
authorities decided to euthanise all the animals. This incident
came too early for the authorities and wildlife responders as the
wildlife response plan for Niedersachsen, the Federal State where

WKH LQFLGHQW WRRN SODFH 2MHUQRWHBW

coordination system has since successfully been set up and
recently, the incident was evaluated by all stakeholders involved.

RQO\ D WPBRWOVVED:
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In early February 2008, the Federal State of Schleswig Holstein,
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Over the course of several days, hundreds of oiled animals were

ZDV FRQIURQWHG ZLWK D P\UWPF WD\QVSQ O GploRedy LR fHIB Yhe E@1®s hround the island of Fohr. Sea Alarm

source). This incident also came too early for the local authorities
as their oiled wildlife response plan was in progress, but was not

supported the German wildlife responders in their coordinated
efforts to deal with the situation. Most of the rescued animals

\HW ¢ QDOLVHG were transported to the FQgelpits in the Netherlands where they
were treated. Of the 250 animals that were transported, 215 were

released.

Sea Alarm arranged for the mobilisation of several Belgian wildlife
rehabilitators to assist in the response effort. Sophie van Roose and
two volunteers from the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in Ostend,
Belgium traveled to Fohr to assist with the stabilization of the oiled
birds. Later Sophie traveled to Kappeln where she, together with
her colleague Claude Velter, assisted the rehabilitation centre with
the treatment and washing of birds. Nearly 40 of the 60 birds that
were treated were released.

Sophie van Roose (back centre) washing oiled bird together with
two volunteers. Photo: Claude Velter

Training Courses and Exercises

RSPCA QOiled Birds Training Course

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals from Norway and one from Ireland, attended the 1-day introductory
(RSPCA) has for many years regularly conducted oiled wildife FRXUVH RQ 2LOHG %LUGV ZKLFKRI{RBXQ\VH G UF
WUDLQLQJ IRU LWV LQVSHFWRUV DQGP D@ loP®R€ ®irts dutirig @n Rtigént. Claude Velter and Sophie

care staff. Although training is normally reserved exclusively for van Roose from the Wildlife Rehab Centre in Ostend, Belgium,
563&% VWDII IRU WKH (UVW WLPH S\OKDHaB® atekdeR IS tourdekab bbservers. They will work together
available for external participants at its training course held on 27  with RSPCA staff to develop an international course on oiled bird

March 2008. Sea Alarm worked with the RSPCA to identify and  rehabilitation. It is anticipated that the international course will be

notify potential candidates. The three selected participants, two provided each year at several locations in the UK and Belgium.

Training Exercise “Parlita”

On 28 March 2008 a national oiled wildlife response table- in the exercise. The exercise required them to exchange and

top exercise took place in Ostend, Belgium. The exercise was H[DPLQH WKH DYDLODEOH LQIRMJWPIDRVUILRQ CCF
RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH *RYHUQRUTV FH:RH VMRW KWWH H IDMYLVWRXQUY 7KH HW FRQW LZGIH,
Coastal Coordination Point and Sea Alarm. The table-top exercise, “important and refreshing” by the participants. Several gaps in the
GHYHORSHG E\ 6HD $ODUP DL PHREHM\MRL QIERRIY DedpbhsiVitard werd YeWaled as a result. A new version

the wildlife response coordination team in a realistic setting. The RI WKH 30DQ ZKLFK UHFWL;HV Q\WHOXGEM QR
scenario involved a Maltese tanker (Parlita) that grounded on FKDQJHV ZLOO EH SXEOLVKHG Z\WKKHHK) “"RKH
the Flemish Banks in January, in the middle of the wintering bird month. It was agreed that ideally, a training exercise should be
season. All individuals and organisations that are appointed as key  held every year.

coordinators in the Belgian Oiled Bird Response Plan participated
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Sea Alarm aims to facilitate better preparedness to oiled wildlife
incidents in coastal countries. In this capacity, Sea Alarm believes
it is of utmost importance for wildlife responders to be trained in
best practices and the latest science based methodologies. Rec-
ognizing the importance of training and development, Sea Alarm’s
Board has established an internal fund that will be used to facilitate
activities and processes that increase Europe’s ability to respond
to oiled wildlife incidents.

The creation of the internal Development and Emergency Fund
has been made possible thanks to the generous donation received
from the Tour Pour la Mer in 2006. The Tour Pour la Mer is an an-
nual fundraising bike ride organised by the maritime industry as a
way of expressing its concern over environmental and humanitar-
ian issues associated with maritime transport. Sea Alarm was se-

SPOTLIGHT on the Sea Alarm Development and Emergency Fund
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Since its creation, the Sea Alarm Development and Emergency
Fund has been used to support several activities. Individual schol-
arships have been granted to cover costs of attendance to interna-
tional courses and workshops, and a travel bursary was made to
cover the transportation costs of several trainee responders from
Finland and Estonia to visit RSPCA facilities during the Napoli re-
sponse. Sea Alarm’s intervention costs during the Volganeft-139
spill in November 2007 and the costs of mobilizing Belgian ex-
perts to the February 2008 spill in Germany were also covered by
the Fund.

Sea Alarm is striving to make the Development and Emergency
Fund a permanent facility to support the training and development
of European wildlife responders and to be able to quickly respond
to European emergencies. As such, it is hoped that the donation

OHFWHG DV RQH RI WKH EHQH $FQ DIULRIY PHQINIFIONHRQW b ®Idr igvjistthe start of a fund that will con-

cause in 2006, and it was decided by the Sea Alarm Board that the
WRWDO GRQDWLRQ
exclusively for developing preparedness in Europe.

I[URP WKH HEH QAWM WR Dhedpa

tinue to grow. Sea Alarm welcomes your donations to make this
ZRXOG

Seatrade Award Ceremomy

Sea Alarm offers its congratulations to Martek Marine Ltd, the win-
ner of the Seatrade Award in the Protection of the Marine and At-
mospheric Environment category, for its development of MariNOX,
a marine diesel engine emissions monitoring and recording sys-
tem. Sea Alarm was one of two runners-up in this category and was
honoured for the “highly commended contribution” it has made.

The 20th Seatrade Award Ceremony took place in the historic
Guildhall in the City of London on 21 April 2008. It was attended by
over 350 distinguished guests from the maritime industry, and was
graced bythe presence of Her Royal Highness, The Princess Anne.

The Guildhall, City of London

Sea Alarm’s staff and Board are very proud of this achievement,
and consider it as an important recognition of its work over
the last decade.

For more information on the Seatrade Awards, please click here.

Roelf de Boer , the Chair of Sea Alarm, receiving the
&HUWL{FDWH RI &RPPHQGDWLRQ
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International Oil Spill Conference

The 20th triennial International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC) will take
place in Savannah, Georgia from 4-8 May 2008. The conference
is expected to attract over 2,000 people from 50 countries, and will
include on-water demonstrations of state-of-the-art spill response
technologies, over 250 exhibits, a full technical programme, short
FRXUVHYVY DQG D ¢(OFP

‘Creating a Culture of Preparedness.’

Upcoming Events
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www.oiledwildlife.eu

Since its launch in early 2007, the oiledwildlife.eu website
has steadily developed, but we believe there is still room for
improvement. Sea Alarm is committed to making the website a
major portal for all relevant information on oiled wildlife response,
preparedness, and rehabilitation. Your input is invaluable to make

IHVWLYDO UKH FRWisHappe@ FH WKHPH IR

Please let us know what you think could be added or changed to

7KH FRQIHUHQFH ZLOO EH WKH EHWWK H 6r8akie Rvn. blledi@IFe-tu\ah €ven better resource tool.

initiation of an agreement between I0SC (North America), Spillcon
(SE Asia) and Interspill (Europe) to form a Triennial Oil Spill
Conference Cycle. Please click here to visit the IOSC website.

Email us at secretariat@sea-alarm.org.

\Vacancies

Wildlife Field Operations Coordinator

The Oiled Wildlife Care Network, based in Davis, California is activities; assisting with teaching and public service activities; and
FXUUHQWO\ VHHNLQJ D :LOGOLLIGIDWIROG 728 Y QWARRIQQYIEGRRH GEGRVVLEOH XMWHG RIRYR\OKIA
,00LQJ GDWH LV 0D\ and collection activities.

7KH JHQHUDO UHVSRQVLELOLWEH® GIOQ FiFBotadditictaRiRdmatidp DMd €ubmit your application, please
operations during oil spill response; engaging in research click here (Position #10260).

Photo: Project Blue Sea



