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 Exploring new tools to add to the “response toolbox” 

 What have OSRL done so far?

 Explored stockpile supply, responder awareness training, 

storage, application options etc

 Lead a “Herder Working Group” = OSROs, industry, 

supplier, researchers, regulators... Open invite to all!!

 Attended Poker Flats 2023 on-water trials

Contracted a UK-based laboratory to screen Thickslick6535 

against the new UK toxicity testing protocol

Regulatory approval process to have Thickslick 6535 on UK 

list of approved oil spill treatment products = another tool 

available for a NEBA-based decision

 Stakeholder engagement in the UK – workshops etc

Herders
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 New UK Gov protocol released

Walton. H; Milliken. P & Kirby. M. (2020). 

Procedures for the testing and approval of Oil 

spill treatment products. Centre for 

Environment Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Science (Cefas). 

 Pass/fail LC50 @ 10ppm

 Tisbe battagliai (a copepod)

 Skeletonema sp. (a chain diatom)

 Strict requirements for testing

UK toxicity testing
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 UK lab in Brixham, UK

 Work commissioned by OSRL

 Samples provided by DESMI

 All tests passed!

 Report used for MMO

 SETAC Europe 2022 poster

Tox testing
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 All new products submitted via 
MMO with a fee

 Supporting evidence required

 Notified by letter

 Thickslick6535 now on the UK 
Approved Oil Spill Treatment 
Products
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publica

tions/approved-oil-spill-treatment-
products/approved-oil-spill-treatment-
products

MMO approval process

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products/approved-oil-spill-treatment-products
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 Widen awareness across stakeholders e.g ITAC!

 IOSC Alternative Paper accepted

 OSRL operational capability build = kit, training, procedures, 

stockpile procurement etc

 Continue Herder Working Group 

Herder “Research Bank” e.g. Canada Gov (ECCC) efficacy testing support

 Impact of Subpart J?

 Exploring other countries e.g. France, Australia

 Spill of opportunity? 

 Oil on water exercise 2024/25? 

Next steps….
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Questions?
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