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• The Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA) is an 
Executive Agency of the Department for Transport (DfT). 

• We produce legislation and guidance and provide 
certification to ships and seafarers. Through our survey 
and inspection regime, we enforce standards for ship 
safety, security, pollution prevention and seafarer health, 
safety and welfare for seafarers. 

• We provide a national 24-hour maritime and coastal 
search and rescue (SAR) emergency response service 
throughout the UK. 

• We promote maritime standards, encourage economic 
growth and minimise the maritime sector’s 
environmental impact. 

• Our vision is to be the best maritime safety organisation
in the world, delivering safer lives, safer ships, and 
cleaner seas. Our values are safety, professionalism, 
trust and respect.



HM Coastguard

• Gather further information on the potential threat i.e. 
pollution

• Maintain communications with the casualty vessel / 
installation and any other shipping and/or 
installations 

• If it is anything to do with marine pollution and / or 
salvage they must advise the Duty Counter Pollution 
and Salvage Officer (DCPSO) immediately.



UK Exclusive Economic 

Zone

• Includes the UK’s internal waters

• Extends to 200 nautical miles 

from the coastline or to the 

nearest median line with 

neighbouring coastal states

• 17,820 km of coastline

• Sea Area >770,000 sq km



CPS 
core structure



MCA Counter Pollution 
and Salvage branch

Response is regionally based 
with central operational, 
technical and scientific support 
including mariners, scientists, 
logistics and cost recovery 
support specialists in the MCA’s 
headquarters in Southampton



National Stockpiles



The Environment Group (EG)

• Provides advice on environmental aspects &

public health impacts

• Multi-agency group with core members

• May convene for small as well as large 

• incidents

• Advisory group that has no powers of 

• direction or enforcement

• Reduced from 14  to 7 groups in England 

(6 near shore, 1 offshore)



UK Risk Review

• Identify and analyse potential events that may have 

negative impacts

• Look at economic forecasts / legislative changes for 

potential changes in fuel types / quantities

• Stages: 

– 1 – Oil Cargo and Bunkers

– 2 – Qualitative Review of the Oil Spill Risk from Shipping

– 3 – The Oil Spill Risk from Offshore Installations

– 4 – Overall Assessment of the Risk 

• Final report to be submitted by 31st March 2020



EU Stress Test



•Alert Reports sent to Humber or 

Milford CGOC

•Investigated by nearest CGOC to 

the ‘hit’

•Contact installations/vessels in 

vicinity

•Request vessels 

investigate/report

•Contact Duty CPSO

•Aerial Surveillance

EMSA CleanSeaNet Alert

http://emsa.europa.eu/index.php






G-TURF 

 
Call-sign “Endurance 406” Type Reims-Industries F406 

Powerplant 2 x PT6A-112 Turboprop 
Maximum Take-Off 
Weight 

4,468kg 

Flight Crew 1 Observer 1 
Patrol Cruise Speed 140kts Max Speed 220kts 
Range 800nm   

Counter Pollution 
Equipment 

• Sideways Looking Airborne Radar 
(SLAR) 

• Vertical UV Camera 

• Vertical IR Camera 

• Vertical Video Camera 

• Turret-Mounted Video Camera 

• Sideways Looking Video Camera 

 

Aerial Surveillance



737

• Most droplets falling 

within IPIECA 

recommended range

• Spray plume 

estimated at 44m 

width (TBC with 

further trials)



2019 Incidents







Mineral and Waxy Oil 

Pollutants



Mineral and Waxy Oil 

Pollutants



Future Work

• Oiled Wildlife STOp Note –

RSPCA/SSPCA/USPCA

• Mineral and Veg. Oil Pollution Regulation – IMO
• More recently, it was agreed at the IMO in February 2018 that proposed 

new regulations will require chemical tankers, that unload products which 

are considered to be High Viscosity and Persistent Floaters, (HVPF), to 

carry out a prewash of their cargo tanks before departing the port of 

unloading, with all tank washings containing cargo residues to be pumped 

to shore reception facilities.

These new regulations will enter into force internationally on the 1 January 

2021 to allow states and industry time to increase capacity at their shore 

reception facilities. These new regulations will be finalised next week at the 

IMO so that the pre-wash requirements come into force in 2021 as planned.



Future Work

• BOTs 

• Sampling STOp Note underway

• NCP – under review 

• National Exercise early – mid 2020



Thank you, any 

questions?

Hazel.Christie@mcga.gov.uk


